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Letter Mazes: Themed Alphabet

Each themed classroom includes a magnetic alphabet. A 
featured activity will be included with each themed magnetic 
alphabet. Students practice letter recognition by identifying 
the matching letters on a letter maze board, marking the 
letters with manipulatives (pom poms, jewels, mini erasers, 
etc.), and helping a letter friend get from a starting point to 
an ending point. Children require repeated exposure to the 
alphabet to develop letter recognition skills. This exposure 
helps them start recognizing sight words, paving the way for 
future reading fluency.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIPS

Introduce the letter maze. Explain the goal, to get the animal 
from the starting spot to the animal’s home (habitat). Tell 
students that you will call out a letter from a deck of cards. 
If the student has the letter on their board, they can place a 
manipulative on the letter. Encourage students to finish the maze 
by creating a path from the animal’s starting spot to the home.

•	 Introduce this activity as a center, encouraging students to 
assume the role of alphabet “caller.” 

•	 As an alternative, use dry erase markers to circle and 
connect letters as they are called out. Students can see the 
visible path as they draw a line from one letter to the next.

Activity Type:  
Free Choice and Small Group

Objectives: 
Students will identify and recognize uppercase and lowercase letters.
Students will make applications and associations to other activities and situations.

EZ.014.LA.1001-1002

Language and Literacy
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Each themed classroom includes themed number cards. A 
featured activity will be included with each set of themed 
number cards. Students can practice writing numbers in 
creative ways using paint brushes and their finger. Emergent 
writing experiences, children’s first attempts at the writing 
process, are important in the progression toward writing. This 
procedural knowledge about the mechanics of writing is an 
essential stage before students learn to write phrases and 
sentences that convey meaning.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIPS

Activity Type:  
Free Choice

Objectives: 
Students will recognize numbers.
Students will recreate numbers with support.

Painting Numbers:  
Number Cards
EZ.014.LA.1003-1004

Mathematics

•	 Encourage students to add texture to their painted 
numbers by sprinkling salt or sand over the wet paint.

•	 Reuse the wax paper and make additional open-ended prints. 

1.	 Cut wax paper and copy paper to the size and shape of 
the number cards. Place wax paper, copy paper, paint, 
paint brushes, cotton swabs, and number cards in a free 
choice center.

2.	 Demonstrate how to cover the number cards with a piece 
of wax paper and use a paintbrush or cotton swab to trace 
the numbers with paint. Students can press a cut sheet of 
copy paper over the paint to create a print. Continue the 
process with each number. Students can create a number 
book by stapling the pages together in numerical order 
once the paint has dried.
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Students use counting manipulatives, non-standard forms 
of measurement like Unifix Cubes, and themed counters, to 
practice one-to-one correspondence and early practices of 
measurement using themed math cards. Measurement can 
be an abstract concept for young children. Manipulatives like 
blocks, cubes, or cups provide a tangible way to understand 
concepts like length, and height. By physically comparing and 
ordering objects, they can build a foundation for understanding 
measurement units later.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIPS

After modeling how to use the mats, place the counting 
and measurement mats in a learning center as a teacher-
directed or student-directed experience. As a teacher-directed 
experience, guide students to use manipulatives to show 
one-to-one correspondence and length. As a student-directed 
experience, allow students to freely explore the manipulatives 
and mats.

•	 Use the math manipulatives to reinforce sorting by color 
and type. Encourage students to count how many are in 
each category. Encourage students to think of other ways to 
sort the manipulatives.

•	 Ask students to use the manipulatives to create patterns. 
Create simple pattern mats (ABAB, AABB, ABB) for 
additional support and guidance.

Activity Type:  
Free Choice and Small Group 

Objectives: 
Students will count items up to 10 with one-to-one correspondence.
Students will begin to add to and take away items.
Students will begin to use nonstandard measurement tools.

Counting and Measurement 
EZ.014.LA.1005

Mathematics
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Students explore patterns and properties of shapes as they 
create whole images using pattern blocks and themed pattern 
block mats. Pattern blocks boost students’ ability to think 
critically, make predictions, and test their predictions.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIPS

Pattern block mats and pattern blocks work well as a self-
directed activity. The intuitive nature requires little direction. 
Place the mats and pattern blocks out for students to explore 
freely, encouraging students to match the pattern block shape 
and color to the correlating space on the whole image. 

•	 You can make your own pattern block cards by simply 
tracing pattern blocks on paper. Create a design using the 
pattern blocks and place the design on paper. Trace around 
the outer edge of your design and allow students to fill in 
the design with pattern blocks. 

•	 Have students take a two-handed scoop of pattern blocks 
and sort by shape or color. Use graphing paper or a 
graphing mat to visualize the sorting process. 

•	 Students can use mirrors to create patterns and make 
observations in the reflections. Ask students to describe 
what they are seeing as they create patterns in the mirrors. 

Activity Type:  
Free Choice and Small Group 

Objectives: 
Students will recognize common 2-D shapes. 
Students will sort by features and attributes. 
Students will recognize patterns. 

Making Patterns
EZ.014.LA.1006

Mathematics
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Students work on emergent literacy and transition to letter 
formations by tracing lines, patterns, and shapes with a theme 
in a dry erase, reusable format. To connect to fine motor 
development, students are encouraged to add detail. Themed 
templates are included for tracing.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIPS

1.	 Place the dry erase templates in the writing center. 
Students have the choice to use dry erase markers on the 
dry erase templates or place paper on the template and 
trace using a pencil/crayon. Remind students to start from 
left to right and top to bottom.  

2.	 Encourage students to make their own tracing templates 
using the dry erase templates as a guide. Students can 
work on tracing shapes, lines, and numbers by repetitively 
tracing the same shape, line, or number using a different 
color crayon each time. 

•	 Include the themed tracing patterns in the writing center 
to align with other free-choice writing exercises. Using a 
clipboard will help students control the writing utensil. 

•	 Tape the template vertically, on an easel or teacher 
board, to encourage the strengthening of fine motor 
development. 

Activity Type:  
Free Choice and Small Group 

Objectives: 
Students will build pre-writing skills by tracing curved, notched, and zigzag lines.
Students will recognize directionality in print and writing. 

Pre-Writing Line Tracing
EZ.014.LA.1007

Language and Literacy
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Phonological awareness is the ability to recognize and 
manipulate the sounds of spoken language. It is an essential 
skill in the process of learning to read and write. Young children 
participate in various sound activities to build sound awareness. 
Recognizing that words can be broken down into syllables or 
units of sound is a phonological skill. 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIPS

Introduce the vocabulary cards as a guided activity or free choice 
center activity. Have students clap the number of beats on the 
vocabulary card and indicate the number by moving the clip. 

•	 Provide simple instruments to reinforce the number of 
syllables. Rather than clap the number of syllables in a 
word, students can shake the number of syllables. 

•	 Students can use their body to emphasize syllables in a word. 
Have students jump up and down, tap their toes, march in 
place, do jumping jacks, or tap their head to count syllables. 

Activity Type:  
Free Choice and Small Group 

Objectives: 
Students will understand and use recognizable and new vocabulary. 
Students will begin to blend and segment syllables in words.

Syllable Awareness
EZ.014.LA.1009

Language and Literacy

ALL VISUAL REPRESENTATIONS, DESIGNS, CURRICULUM, AND RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED 
IN THIS DOCUMENT ARE THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OF EXHIBIT CONCEPTS, INC. ANY 
REPRODUCTION IN PART OR AS A WHOLE WITHOUT THE PRIOR WRITTEN PERMISSION OF 
EXHIBIT CONCEPTS, INC. IS PROHIBITED. © 2025 EXHIBIT CONCEPTS, INC.



WHAT YOU’LL NEED
EZ.014.LA.1010

Language and Literacy

Phonological awareness is the ability to recognize and 
manipulate the sounds of spoken language. It is an essential 
skill in the process of learning to read and write. Young children 
participate in various sound activities to build sound awareness. 
Rhyming activities help children listen for ending sounds in 
words, a precursor to phonics activities in late preschool.

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIP

In a small group, show students the rhyming cards while 
identifying each item. Have students say the name of the 
item. Identify two items that rhyme and model using the link-
n-learns to connect the items. You can continue the activity as 
a small group or place in a free choice center for students to 
continue individually. 

Play the rhyming name game. Use made-up words to rhyme 
with students’ names. For example, say “If your name rhymes 
with misa, touch your head,” and Lisa touches their head. This 
activity works well during circle time or transition periods. 

Activity Type:  
Free Choice and Small Group 

Objectives: 
Students will understand and use recognizable and new vocabulary. 
Students will begin to recognize rhyming words. 

Connect Links Rhyming Words 
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Phonological awareness is the ability to recognize and 
manipulate the sounds of spoken language. It is an essential 
skill in the process of learning to read and write. Young children 
participate in various sound activities to build sound awareness. 
Onset and rime activities help children identify patterns in words. 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIP

Introduce the picture puzzles as a small group or free choice 
activity. As a small group exercise, model saying the onset together, 
the rime together, and the picture that identifies the word. As a 
free choice exercise, have the students put the pieces together to 
create a word. 

Attach beginning and ending sounds to a set (2) of large dice. Have 
students roll the dice and say the word created, putting the onset 
and rime together. 

Activity Type:  
Free Choice and Small Group 

Objectives: 
Students will understand and use recognizable and new vocabulary. 
Students will begin to identify and segment one-syllable words.  

Onset and Rime Awareness
EZ.014.LA.1011

Language and Literacy
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Each themed classroom includes a word bank. A featured 
activity will be included with each themed word bank. Children 
build vocabulary as active participants in reading and reciting 
new vocabulary words. Students match tangible letters to 
letters in animal names using magnetic letters and animal 
identification cards. Frequent participation in this activity 
encourages letter-sound correspondence.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIPS

Activity Type:  
Large Group and Small Group
 
Objectives: 
Students will identify word bank words.
Students will recognize beginning and ending sounds in words.

Animal Vocabulary:  
Word Bank Words
EZ.014.LA.1012

Language and Literacy

1.	 Place the magnetic letters on a magnetic board in order. 
Show students an animal identification card. Ask a student 
to find the corresponding beginning letter from the line 
of magnetic letters. This can also be placed in the writing 
center as a free-choice activity.

2.	 Reading and reciting new vocabulary regularly helps 
students learn about word families and teaches students 
the sound of the English language. Share the word bank 
words during group time often; provide a rhyming word 
with each and ask students to think of any additional 
rhyming words.

•	 Create rhyming rings and place in the writing center. Hook 
words that rhyme together on a metal ring; include a picture 
of the word.

•	 Play rhyming hopscotch. Use tape to create a hopscotch 
game inside or use chalk for an outside game. Place word 
bank words with pictures inside each square. Call out a 
word that rhymes with a word bank word and have a child 
hop to the appropriate rhyming word.
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The turtle technique is a calming method to diffuse intense 
emotions in the classroom. Educator models the turtle technique 
to help teach students to handle situations and emotions. Students 
practice making observations and recognizing social cues by dressing 
up like animals and imitating behaviors. Students can use emotion/
behavior cards to mimic behaviors and talk about how to respond 
to behaviors. Learning about calming techniques in the classroom 
aids in immediate stress relief and lays the foundation for the 
development of healthy emotional regulation skills.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIPS

Activity Type:  
Large Group and Small Group
 
Objectives: 
Students will recognize emotions and communicate feeling words.
Students will replicate the emotions depicted on emotion and behavior cards.

Turtle Time
EZ.014.LA.1013

Social and Emotional

1.	 Introduce the turtle puppet to the students. Have 
students determine a name for the turtle. The turtle 
can describe an example of a time that they felt angry, 
happy, sad, scared, excited, or mad. The turtle can ask 
the students if they ever felt the same as the described 
emotions. Tell the students that turtle has a special way 
to calm down when they feel angry, scared, or mad. The 
turtle recognizes they are angry (scared, mad, etc.), stops, 
goes into their shell (thinks calming thoughts like “I can 
calm down” and “I am okay”), relaxes their body, and 
comes out of their shell when they are ready.

2.	 Model the calming technique using the turtle puppet. 
Ask students to practice the calming technique together. 
Students can practice displaying emotions from the 
emotion cards while assuming an animal role using 
the animal masks. Ask students to practice the calming 
technique after displaying angry, scared, or mad emotions.

•	 Designate a special place in the classroom that is the “shell” 
where students can go to calm down.

•	 Provide opportunities for students to practice turtle time 
through role playing.
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Students learn that wildlife exists in their own backyard! Students 
discover Texas wildlife around the classroom in this adaptation 
of I Spy. Educator hides photos/images of Texas wildlife around 
the classroom and students search for the hidden wildlife using a 
simple photo checklist. Continued discussion around wildlife can 
include respecting wildlife and their privacy, observing wildlife 
from afar, and comparing animal and human needs (identifying 
basic needs of living things).

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIPS

Activity Type:  
Small Group
 
Objective: 
Students will uncover wild animals in their community.

Wildlife in our Community
EZ.014.LA.1017

Science

1.	 Hide one set of Texas wildlife images. Tell students they 
are going to play a game of I Spy. Display the photos 
of Texas wildlife to the students and engage them in a 
discussion about each animal’s identity. Tell students you 
hid the matching animals around the classroom, and it is 
their job to find the match.

2.	 Show students the I Spy checklists and encourage them to 
look for animal matches with a friend and science tools like 
binoculars and telescopes. Once animals are found, reiterate 
each animal’s identity and relevance to Texas wildlife.

•	 Take students on daily nature walks to observe animals (and 
insects) in the community. Students can record observations 
through drawings and keep tally marks on the number of 
animals they see. 

•	 Explore Texas wildlife web cams. Talk about animal 
behaviors and patterns as you view the same animals over 
an extended period. Several resources include West Texas 
Feeders and Bat World Sanctuary. Other live cams from 
around the world include Kenya African River Wildlife, 
Kenya Watering Hole Manitoba Tundra, Manitoba Wapusk 
National Park, and Saskatchewan Plains and Watering Hole. 
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https://www.allaboutbirds.org/cams/west-texas-hummingbirds/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/cams/west-texas-hummingbirds/
https://batworld.org
https://explore.org/livecams/african-wildlife/african-river-wildlife-camera
https://explore.org/livecams/african-wildlife/african-watering-hole-animal-camera
https://explore.org/livecams/polar-bears/polar-bear-cape-churchill-cam
https://explore.org/livecams/polar-bears/polar-bear-cape-churchill-cam
https://explore.org/livecams/bison/plains-bison-grasslands-national-park-cam-1


The Flora and Fauna sensory table encourages investigation of 
the fundamental properties of light. This light lab can be used as 
a multi-sensory experience, adding tactile materials, transparent 
materials, and other materials to enhance color and intensity 
as part of center-based learning. Children learn about science 
concepts by actively exploring materials in their indoor and 
outdoor environments. Offering novel and interesting items can 
encourage this exploration.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIPS

Activity Type:  
Free Choice and Small Group
 
Objective: 
Students will investigate the fundamental principles of light.

Light Laboratory
EZ.014.LA.1021

Science

The Flora and Fauna Sensory Table (Light Laboratory) is 
multifunctional and includes a light panel, messy tray, weaving 
ring, and marble board. Children can manipulate color, hue, 
and intensity by turning the dials. Provide ample time for 
children to explore the light table in self-directed ways by 
simply switching out the supporting materials.

•	 Use the messy tray for habitat exploration. Use shredded 
yellow, brown, and green paper to simulate the savanna and 
include savanna animals. Add sand, rocks, insects, and desert 
animals to simulate the desert. A polar habitat can be created 
with water, ice, and arctic animals.

•	 Add authentic greenery from the school yard and encourage 
students to make observations using the magnification blocks.

•	 When using the animal X-rays, encourage students to find the 
matching animal manipulative in the classroom.

•	 Encourage children to use the window markers and dry 
erase crayons to trace the translucent pattern blocks or make 
drawings of their own.

•	 Introduce the weaving ring, yarn, and loops of ribbon as a 
way to make lines, shapes, and geometric designs.
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Students practice coordination and balance skills by 
manipulating photographic rubber-backed mats of various 
faux forest leaves, stones, and logs. Educator can encourage 
students to create a pathway from the Giant Gorilla Reading 
Nook to the book rack and jump from forest footstep to forest 
footstep. Students can also use the forest footsteps as reading 
mats as they gather around the Giant Bear. Developing gross 
and fine motor skills is crucial for children to perform everyday 
activities like running, walking, dressing, and eating. 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT TO DO

PLAY TIPS

Activity Type:  
Free Choice and Small Group
 
Objectives: 
Students will build an obstacle course.
Students will develop fine and gross motor skills as they navigate an obstacle course.

Nature’s Footsteps
EZ.014.LA.1022

Fine And Gross Motor

1.	 Review what it means to create and participate in an 
obstacle course. Model a simple obstacle course for 
students to participate in. For example, include simple 
steps like crawling under a chair, hopping on a leaf mat 
five times, walking on a balance block, and going under a 
wooden block bridge.

2.	 Ask a small group of students to create an obstacle 
course. Students can model participation for their peers.

•	 Use the nature-based mats during group meeting as a 
classroom management tool. Using a mat as a guide, 
students can work on personal space and self-control.

•	 Students can use the forest footsteps as reading mats, 
gathering around the Giant Gorilla to share books or read 
independently.
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Play-Based Learning Materials
Fine Arts:

Science:

Games:

Puzzles:

Fine and Gross Motor:
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