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Language and Literacy

Feather Tip Salt Tray Writing:
Themed Alphabet

EZ.009.LA.1001-1002

Activity Type:
Free

Objective:

ch themed magnetic
g feather tips in salt tr
practice letter recognition and formation. Pre iNg exercises
like this promote d onality and support the development of
fine motor skills and coordination.

WHAT TO DO

Place the trays filled with salt in a wri enter or on a table.

Show students how to use the feather tip to write in the sa

and the feathered side to erase their writing. Encourage :
Lisly : gularly. Also, students can practice
ords, using the magnetic letters or word bank

PLAY TIPS

« Before introducing the salt tray as a writing activity, allow

th(ﬂ qtudentq to spend time exploring the salt tray in
‘ ooping, pouring, and moving the

.mlt diOHIId in other w and with other toals.
Encourage students to use other tools to write, such as a
stick, pﬂn‘rbrmh ( en their pointer finger.
Try us 1er m al in the tray fine sand, cornmeal, or
baking soda. Discuss the differences in text
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Mathematics

Picture Puzzles: Number Cards

EZ.009.LA.1003-1004

Activity Type:
Srnall Group and Free Choice

mplete puzzles.

Each themed classroom includes themed number cards. A
featured activity will be included with each set of themed
number cards. Students begin and continue to recognize

Understanding one-to-one correspondence deepens student’s
number sense an gthens the idea that numbers
correspond to spe juantities.

WHAT TO DO

Introduce the picture puzzles as a small group or free choice
activity. As a small group exer model saying the number
together and the picture thatc ponds to the quantity
(pointing to each item). As a free choice exercise, have the
students put the pieces together to create a one-to-one match.

Have students find manipulatives in the classroom to
enhance the one-to-one correspondence. The students can
place a manipulative on an image as they count.
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Mathematics

Counting and Measurement

EZ.009.LA.1005

Acmrlh,r Type:
Fre and Small G

Dbjectn.res

se counting manipulatives, non-standard forms
ement like Unifix Cubes, and themed LOLJFItt‘I‘ to
practice one-to-one correspondence and early pra 5 of
easurement using themed math cards. asurement can
ve an abstract concept for young children. Marnpnlah”m like
s, cubes, or cups provide a tangible way to understand
s like length, and height. By physically comparing anc
ordering objects, they can bulld a foundation for understanding
measurement units later.

WHAT TO DO

After modeling how to use the mats, place the counting
and measurement mats in a learning center as a teacher-
directed or student-directe expenpnre As a tl—'a(ht'l d

and mats

PLAY TIPS

* Use the math manipulatives to reinforce sorting by color
and type. Encourage students to count how many are in
each category. Encourage students to think of other ways to
sort the manipulatives.

Ask students to use the manipulatives to create patterns.
Create simple pattern mats (ABAB, AABB, ABB) for
additional support and guidance.
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Making Patterns

EZ.009.LA.1006

Activity Type:
Free Choice and Small Group

Objectives:

Students will recognize common 2-D shapes.

Students will sort by features and attributes,
tudents will recognize patterns.

Students explore patterns and properties of shapes as they
create whole images using pattern blocks and themed pattern
block mats. Pattern blocks boost students’ ability to think
critically, make predictions, and test their predictions.

WHAT TO DO

Pattern block mats and pattern blocks work well as a self-
directed activity. The intuitive nature requires little direction.
Place the mats and pattern blocks out for students to explore
freely, encouraging students to match the pattern block shape
and color to the correlating space on the whole image.

PLAY TIPS

* You can make your own pattern block cards by simply
tracing pattern blocks on paper. Create a design using the
pattern blocks and place the design on paper. Trace around
the outer edge of your design and allow students to fill in
the design with pattern blocks.

= Have students take a two-handed scoop of pattern blocks
and sort by shape or color. Use graphing paper or a
graphing mat to visualize the sorting process.

* Students can use mirrors to create patterns and make

observations in the reflections. Ask students to describe

what they are seeing as they create patterns in the mirrors.
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Language and Literacy

Pre-Writing Line Tracing WHAT YOU’LL NEED

EZ. 009 LAloo7 & a0 W §§‘J\ﬂ‘§. m
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Students work on emerp,en’r literacy and transition to letter & Qéé iid QQQ
formations by tracing lines, patterns, and shapes with a theme ﬁ‘#ﬁ &i& Y :t:

in a dry erase, re = format. To connect to fine motor
development, students are puraged to add detail. Themed
templates are included for tr

a3 L3 3

EEEEL [ EREEREN

Place the dry erase templates in the writing center. dry erase markers
Students have the choice to use dry erase markers on the
dry erase templates or place paper on the template and
nencil/crayon. Remind students to start from
and top to bottom.
Encourage students to make their own tracing templates
using the dry erase templates as a guide. Students can
work on tracing shapes, lines, and numbers by repetitively
tracing the same shape, line, or number using a different
color crayon each time.

PLAY TIPS

* Include the themed tracing patterns in the writing center
to align with other free-choice writing s. Using a
clipboard will help students control the writing utensil.
Tape the template vertically, on an easel or teac her
board, to encourage the strengthening of fine motor
development.
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Language and Literacy

Syllable Awareness

EZ.009.LA.1009

Activity Type:
Free Choice and Small Group

Objectives:
Students will understand and use recognizable and new vocabulary.
Students will begin to blend and segment syllables in words.

Phonological awareness is the ability to recognize and
manipulate the sounds of spoken language. It is an essential
skill in the process of learning to read and write. Young children
participate in various sound activities to build sound awareness.
Recognizing that words can be broken down into syllables or
units of sound is a phonological skill.

WHAT TO DO

Introduce the vocabulary cards as a guided activity or free choice
center activity. Have students clap the number of beats on the
vocabulary card and indicate the number by moving the clip.

PLAY TIPS

* Provide simple instruments to reinforce the number of
syllables. Rather than clap the number of syllables in a
word, students can shake the number of syllables.
Students can use their body to emphasize syllables in a word.
Have students jump up and down, tap their toes, march in
place, do jumping jacks, or tap their head to count syllables.
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Language and Literacy

Connect Links Rhyming Words

EZ.009.LA.1010

skill in the proc f learning tc

participate in various sound acti

Rhyming activities help children listen for ending
words, a precursor to phonics activities in late preschc

WHAT TO DO

In a small group, show students the rhyming c:

identifying each item. Have students say the nz

item. Identify two items that rhyme and model the link-
n-learns to connect the items. You can continue the activity as
a small group or place in a free choice center for students to
continue individually.

PLAY TIP

Play the rhyming name game. Use made-up words to rhyme
with students’ names. For example, say “If your name rhymes
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Language and Literacy

Onset and Rime Awareness

EZ.009.LA.1011

Activity Type:
Free Choice and Small Group

Objectives:
Students will understand and use recognizable and new vocabulary.
Students will begin to identify and segment one-syllable words.

Phonological awareness is the ability to recognize and
manipulate the sounds of spoken language. It is an essential

skill in the process of learning to read and write. Young children
participate in various sound activities to build sound awareness.
Onset and rime activities help children identify patterns in words.

WHAT TO DO

Introduce the picture puzzles as a small group or free choice
activity. As a small group exercise, model saying the onset together,
the rime together, and the picture that identifies the word. As a
free choice exercise, have the students put the pieces together to
create a word.

PLAY TIP

Attach beginning and ending sounds to a set (2) of large dice. Have
students roll the dice and say the word created, putting the onset
and rime together.

EXHIBIT | EXPLORATION"
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Language and Literacy

Flip Word Pancakes:
Word Bank Words

EZ.009.LA.1012
Amwty Type

Each themed classroom includes a word bank. A featured
activity will be included with each themed word bank. ‘xTLJdt‘IIts
begin to :pruze 'mr:J fmm thm'rurd bank by engagin
in repeh visual ac e’ ahn” in Flip Word

S nize letters and

0 ""'rc"e~ lend tn C rmLaI tlnnlﬂnh which helps children
nurture their attention to detail.

WHAT TO DO

Spread the pancakes out on the floor, upside dnwn Students
ake turns flippir pancake into the frying pan u

spatula. Once the pancake ght side up, s

matching word bank word 'nd practice ”t‘!hd“"llul‘ letters
word, g syllables, and sorting words into piles that begin

PLAY TIPS
s Students can use the pancakes in a game of memory,
1e Spanish ward to English word.
' se manipulatives (counting bears, Unifix

Cubes, cc:lm tiles, etc.) to count out each letter of the word
on the pancake.
Add two (or more) pancakes together and ask students to
use manipulatives to count out the total amount of letters in
both words (one to one correspondence up to 10).
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Social Studies

Storybook Character

Scavenger Hunt

EZ.009.LA.1013

Activity Type:
Small Group

Objective

clue_,
observational skills while also building Vt](‘&b!_”&i’\a‘ as
they make discoveries of their own.

WHAT TO DO

1. Before the activity, hide the storybook character cards f N A & B
around the room, cir different storybook A e
racter on each map, and draw a path to find the - ?3{_ £
orybook character. The idea is for students to stop at Little Red Riding Hood Sleeping Beauty Cinderella
ocations in the classroom using the map to see if \ Copenxho¥ole o 5 UeloDewkeme ./ (|,  Condedm
an find the storybook character.
Gather L‘tu:iwntx in a small group. Tell students that several 4 - _ N A )
storybook ave gone missing in the c ; . =
and you neec heip nding them! Show students a maz ! l e
d explain that they must travel the path w|’r|u their peers Snow White FI— il:;;;-;:\f;-:izlxd
p at each location, and look for tt < ch g Y. BloncoNieves Rapunzel |\ "lasMaravillas
Once they find the storybook ch :
to the next map and storybook character. 4 = . re N
LR i o JRE e
&M -
PLAY TIPS iontted | | Dezsehtirm
\_ Hansel y Gretel Las Tres Cerditos P

: sroom md wpmt iHLk
L toutwde h|d|np tlw story

s in natu
like insects
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Language and Literacy

Guessing Bag

EZ.009.LA.1014
Activity Type:

Large Group, Small Group, and Routines

Objectives:
Students will ask questions to expand their background knowledge.
Students will respond to questions and situations with understanding.

Using storybook picture cards and character models, students
participate in a guessing game. Educator places a character or object
into an opaque bag and provides simple detail about the character
or object. Using the storybook picture cards as a guide, students
make deductions and guess which character or object the educator
is describing. Question asking is a powerful tool for increasing
background knowledge and deepening understanding. Students
who learn to ask questions take control of their own learning.

WHAT TO DO

1. Show students the storybook characters/item and matching
storybook character cards/items. Discretely place one of the
characters into the opaque bag. Tell students that they will try
to guess which storybook character or item is in the bag by
listening to clues.

Provide students with several dues, such as: “This character
is an animal” and “This character is a human,” referring to the
matching storybook character after each clue. Students can
start to make deductions after each clue until they are able to
guess the character’s identity. Point out the matching picture
card after the character’s identity has been discovered.

PLAY TIPS

« Extend the activity by creating a tactile experience.
Before providing any clues, allow each student to touch
the character in the bag without looking. Can they make
observations with their hands? Encourage students to
describe what they are feeling.
Ask students to bring something in from home to place in
the bag. Students can work on using describing words and

phrases as they provide clues to their classmates, with adult
assistance.

Use the STEM kits as intended, allowing students to explore
the plan, create, and test process in a learning center.
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Fine and Gross Motor

Opposite Exercise

EZ.009.LA.1022

Activity Type:
Small Group and Large Group

Objectives:
Students will understand opposites.
Students will build vocabulary through physical movement and repetition.

Opposites are pairs that differ entirely without sharing any
similarities. Students learn about opposites by comparing
two distinct but familiar items. Fairy tales frequently illustrate
opposites and emotional challenges in imaginative and
creative ways. Young children expand their vocabulary and
grasp new concepts through the exploration of opposites.
Integrating opposites with gross motor activities can enhance
these experiences and make them more memorable.

WHAT TO DO

1. Review the meaning of opposites with students using
manipulatives or flash cards. Ask students to think of other
things from home, outside, or in the classroom that are
opposites.

2. Place the carpet markers around the classroom, encouraging
each student to maintain their personal space using the
marker. Call out physical actions that have an opposite, such
as “Lift your leg high, drop your leg low,” and “Take a big step,
take a small step” that students can explore with their body.
Other opposites to explore include fast-slow, tall-short, in-out,
and open-close.

PLAY TIPS

e Ask a student to be a leader, calling out new and previously
explored actions that are opposites.

e Ask students to find opposites around the classroom. Use

the opposite flash cards as a guide to find opposites.
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Play-Based Learning Materials

Fine Arts:

LA i s 2

Puzzles:
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